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Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x] the international application as originally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages y filed with the demand, 

pages 9 received on with the letter of 

I I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages 9 received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authorily in the followiiig language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 .1(b)). 

j I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 

— and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, theumtemational 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I 1 The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listmg does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

mtemational application as filed has been furnished. 
. Q The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 
I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 

— go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** . 



♦ Replacement sheets which have been fitrnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article J 4 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. J 6 and 70, 1 7), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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OOL. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

I . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be nonobvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

I I the entire international application. 

Fx] claims Nos: 42-46 
because: 

I I the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does not 
require an international preliminary examination (specijy)\ 



I I the description, claims or drawmgs (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear that no 
meaningtul opinion could be formed (specify): 



1 the clfisas^ .:£r-3aid claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meanmgfiil opinion could be 

formed. 

|x] no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 42-46 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino 
acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for m Annex C of the Admmistrative Instructions: 

I I the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

I I the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply witii the standard. 
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V. Lack of unity of inventioii 



. . Iq response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

I I restricted the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest 

j \ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



Xl This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
— not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requnrement of unity of mvention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I compHed with. 

[x] not conc^jlied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not 
relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In 
coming to this conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different mventions 
as follows: 

1. Claims 1-41 are variously directed to a tensioning system for tensioning cables. It is considered that 
the use of a plurality of cables attached to at least one cable spacing means, providing a support for • 
supporting the cable spacing means and having one or more adjustable positioning members for 
positioning the cable spacing members relative to the support wherein tension in the cable is adjusted 
by relative adjustment of the adjustable positioning means comprises a first "special technical 
feature". 

2. Claims 42-46 are directed to a spreader device for bracing apart an upper and lower support for 
supporting runs of cable therebetween. It is considered that the use of a spreader body having first 
and second axially movable bodies, a lever pivotally attached to the first body and an engagement 
portion to force the second body relative to the first body comprises a second "special technical 
feature" 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a '^technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a prion. 

4. Consequently, the followmg parts of the international application were tiie subject of international prelimmary exammation m 
establishing this report: 

I [ allparts. 

\x\ the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-41 
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I. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial appUcabUity; citations 

and explanations supporting sucli statement 



.. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


38 


YES 




Claims 


1-37, 39-41 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


38 


YES 




Claims 


1-37,39-41 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-41 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 

Dl - US 6135424 
D2- US 505781 
. D3- US 4190234 

D4 - AU 105747 (4273/37) 
D5 - GB 2140521 

NOVELTY rN>: Claims 1-37. 39-41 

The use of a tensioning system for a barrier comprising at least one cable spacing member for spacing apart a 
plurality of runs of cable, a support for supporting the cable spacing means and an adjustable tensionmg or 
positioning means for adjustable positioning of the cable spacing member relative to the support is clearly 
disclosed by each of the above citations. 

For instance, Dl discloses upper and lovtrer rails (6, 7) which could be taken to be the equivalent of the cable 
support members, a pair of blocks (12a) attached to each ends of the cable and apair of tensioning mechanisms 
(12) located in tubular spindles (8, 10) for adjusting the relative position of the block (12a) relative to the rails (6, 
7) for adjusting the tension of the cable. Dl also discloses an adjustable positioning member which is bolt-like 
(see item 8a) and which protrudes fiom an external position into an internal region of the support and bracmg 
members (see items 8, 9 and 10). 

Dl clearly discloses the invention defined by claims 1-5, 7-19, 21-37, 39-41. 

D2 discloses a fencing system havmg sockets (g) for holding rails (c, d), a wire or metallic ribbon (e) strung 
between the rails (c, d) and a wire tensioning member attached to the lower rail for tensioning Hie wire (see page 
1 lines 34-65). D2 discloses the invention defined by clauns 1-7, 1 1-14, 16-30 and 32. 

D3 discloses a stretcher for tightening wires. The stretcher comprises a pair of angle members (12, 14) and a 
plurality of wires attached to each of the angle members (12, 14). When in use (see figure 5), the adjusting rods 
(15A, 15B) are used to adjust the relative position of the angle members (12, 14) with respect to the posts (40, 
42). This citation discloses the invention defined by claims 1-14, 16-19, 21-26 and 28-33. 
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:ontinaation of Box V 



D4 discloses a strainer for a gate comprising a pair of supports (8, 9), a plurality of wires attached to each of the 
supports (8, 9), posts (10, 16) and a winding rod (13) for adjusting the position of the supports (8, 9) with respect 
to the posts (10, 16). This citation clearly discloses the invention defined by claims 1-14, 16-19, 21-26, 28-33. 



D5 discloses a tensioning means for tensioning wires. The tensioning means comprises a first member (2), a 
second member (3) and screw jacks (4) extending between the members (2, 3). In use the first member is 
attached to a post whereby the screw jack is operated to adjust the relative position of the second member (3) 
relative to the post This citation clearly discloses the invention defined by claims 1-14, 16-19, 21-26 and 28-: 



INVENTIVE STEP OSM dlaims 1-37. 39-41 



Claims 1-37, 39-41: These claims also lack an inventive step for the reasons given above. 
INDUSTRIAL APPLICAmLITY (ISM Claims 1-41 

The invention defined in the claims is considered to meet the requirements of Industrial Applicability under 
Article 33(4) of flie PCX because it can be made by, or used in, industry. 
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